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New York Openings This Week 


The Sacred Fleme-President, 10/7/52. Anthony Parella presents Somerset Maughem's 
play. Frances Starr and Nancy Coleman featured, directed by John Reiche..In Any Lan- 
guage-Cort, 10/8/52. Jule Styne and George Abbott present Uta Hagen in new comedy by 
Edmund Beloin and Henry Garson.. Staged by Abbott, cast includes Walter Mathau, Joe 
de Santis, Nita Naldi and Gloria Marlowe. 


Digests of Current Reviews 


An Evening with Beatrice Lillie-Booth, 10/2/52. Agreement supreme, among 

daily critics at Ieast,that the star of the Edward Duryea Dowling prod- 
uction is the funniest and greatest female comic in the world. Differences 
of opinion concerned themselves with exactly how funny her choice of mat- 
erial is. All also okayed Reginald Gardiner's contribution, plus the small 
cast of supporting artists. Kerr,Herald Tribune, noted that songs included 
every tune you would have requested yourself. Kerr joined Watts,Post, and 
McClain,Journal American, in thought that first "facts of life" sketch wasn't 
up to pare Chapman,News, admitted that night club style show probably wasn't 
worth $6 top, but old friends of Miss Lillie wouldn't mind. Coleman,Mirror, 
missed star's double damask classic skit from the line up. Zither ditty was 
fine fun,he commented,but not for the kiddies. Hawkins,World Telegram & Sun, 
wondered if knowing endings of sketches didn't add to the fun. Eaton,Press, 
felt show proved that main trouble with current theatre is that the master 
craftsmen aren't seen often enough. 


Mre Pickwick-Plymouth, 9/17/52. Add two more mild pro verdicts for Playwrights’ 
Company production of Stanley Young's adaptation of the Dickens' classic "Pickwick 
Paperse* Marshall, Nation, found production pictorially attractive and the play rather 
well constructed. Cast performs well, though George Howe doesn't look like Pickwick 
should, she complained. George Jean Nathan felt play should content provided theatre 
goers overlook certain shortcomings in direction and acting. Fun of Pickwick & Company 
is more evident in original. 


Out of Town Tryouts 


Shirley Booth's fine acting is chief attribute of The Time of the Cuckoo, Arthur 
Laurents new play produced by Robert Whitehead and Walter Fried, Klep, Variety, comments 
after Wilmington opening. In spite of a number of excellent scenes, they fail to add up 
to desired overall effect...Extensive doctoring needed by Mary Chase's new play, 

Bernardine, Taylor, Billboard, comments from Bostone Play is original, amusing and fre- 
quently touching, but is too formless. Alney Alba has succeeded Irene Hervey in a lead- 
ing role. 


Gertrude Lawrence - Blithe Spirit 


The late star of The King and I was one of the irreplaceable performers and irre- 
placeable people of our time, notes Brown, SRL, Her talents united to fom a sort of 
grend alliance of endowments which made her resplendently unlike anyone else. Her skill 
was as extraordinary as her versatility. Without her the theatre is undoubtedly dimi- 

nished. She was too young in spirit and looks ever to be asked to face the humiliations 
of age. 
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Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them not if they think 
they will be hits. "So-so" means the critic did not state directly if he 
recommends the show for an entertaining or stimulating evening. 


THE FOURPOSTER-10/24/51 PROS: 19 CON: DH DP WGM WWM BL WC WNY 
NONE: DWJ WN WNR WSR 

GUYS AND DOLLS-11/24/50 PROS: 29 CON: WN 

THE KING AND I-3/29/51 PROS: 29 CON: WN 

THE MALE ANIMAL-4/30/52 PROS: 27 NONE: WGN MP WNR 

THE MOON IS BLUE-3/8/51 PROS: 26 CON: WCD WGN NONE: WN MP 

MRS. McTHING=-2/20/52 PROS: 19 CON: DM DJ BC DL WNR WT WGN BL 
NONE: WNR MP 

PAL JOEY-1/3/52 PROS: 25 CON: BL NONE: WNR 


NEW FACES OF 1952.-5/16/52 PROS: 25 CON: DP WT WGN NONE: WN WNR 
A NIGHT IN VENICE-6/26/52 PROS: 20 CON: DC WSR NONE: WGN WNR BC WT 


MP 
MR. PICKWICK-9/17/52 PROS: DT DN DJ DE DW CON: DH DM DP 

POINT OF NO RETURN-12/13/51 PROS: 25 CON: DW BL WN WNR WT 

SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7/49 PROS: 29 CON: WT 

TOP BANANA-11/1/51 PROS: 23 CON: DP DJ BL NONE: WCM WN WWR WSR 


WISH YOU WERE HERE-6/25/52 PROS: DN DC DB DL DJC WV BL 
CON: DT DH DM DP DJ DW DWJ WB WWM WC WCU WNS 


WT WNY WSR 
NONE: DWW WCD WGN BC WCM WN WNR MP 


Vaudeville '! 


Danny Kaye scheduled to play two a day at Palace shortly after Jan l, 
staying for several months...Johnny Ray sole American headliner signed for 
London's Palladium during Coronation year...Bob Hope elected president of 
AGVA...Chester Hale named dance director of Roxy, Bob Bouche named orches- 
tra leader...Michael Rose's first Capers revue at Holiday, entitled "Legs 
and Laughter" reminded two reviewers of Minsky's burlesque. Jose, Variety 
enjoyed ancient burlesque skits presented by Jack Diamond and Mandy Kaye. 
Entire show, staged by Carlyle, runs smoothly, trade paper critic noted. 
Quinn, Mirror, noted that 76 cents opening price puts entertainment at 19 
cents per hour. Current offering stirs memories of burlesque. Dancers, 
he reported, each have own interpretation of the routines...Diverse ele- 
ments of current Radio City Music Hall show fit well together, Smith, Bill- 
board, comments. Will Mahoney, Nanci Crompton, religious, voting and 
school production numbers all highly rated...Mary Small at Roxy proved im- 
pressive, raved Smith, Billboard. While Al Bernie material received only 
mixed reactions. 


' Cumulative NYC Ratings ' “ay 
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PROBLEMS & SOLUTIONS...$100,000 Playwrights Loan Fund to encourage play- 


wrights, which was proposed by John Golden, will be administrated by 
Society of Authors Representatives. Golden will give $10,000 if nine 
other producers give equal amounts...Coleman, Mirror, backs Golden's 
thought that first rate plays and top flight stars are answer to 

most of theatre's headaches...Musicals should start half hour earlier 
than dramas to relieve traffic congestion, "Show of Month" Sylvia 
Siegler suggests, Walker, News, reports. 


VILLAGE LANDMARK...News that Greenwich Village's Cherry Lane Theatre would 


not be demolished moved little theatre devotees to applause, comments 
Times editorial. Twoohundred seater which has been in almost conti- 
nuous use by diverse groups since 1924 has place and purpose as prov- 
ing grounds for ideas, actors, directors and scenic designers. There 
is always the possibility that another Eugene O'Neill or Robert Edmund 
Jones may emerge. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...Since drama is hardly an exact science, it would be 


MAIL 


disturbing if there were complete unanimity of critical opinion ex- 
pressed too often, explains Watts, Post...Broadway managers have sug- 
gested that critics have lost touch with the public, in note of Wish 
You Were Here's success, reports Variety...If Chapman, News, promises 
to wear a dinner jacket to important openings, Morehouse, WT&S, may 
consider throwing flowers on stage at the final curtain...NBC Leon 
Pearson doubts if George Jean Nathan's turning his back on theatre, 
by not publishing his 1951-52 theatre annual, is the way to cure the 
theatre. 


BOX...No theatre fan can have an excuse for not being able to obtain 
tickets for any show, Herald Tribune reader points out. If he mails 
in check for ticket, with alternate dates, as soon as first Sunday ad 
appears; he can't possibly be disappointed...First on stage swimming 
pool isn't in Wish You Were Here, corrects Variety readér, but was in 
London revue in 1912. 


ISRAEL THEATRE...Forty year old city of Tel Aviv has already built up a 


tradition for theatre, Rice, Post, discovered. Three groups have been 
active for more than 30 years, Habimah, Broom and Chel theatres. Im- 
migrants are entertained in hall theatres, and do not attend the es- 


tablished groups. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES...Beatrice Lillie insists she will be working for free 


on Broadway, because she has already spent all his salary on a new 
dress, she told Hawkins, WT&S...Alfred Drake, adapter and star of The 
Gambler wants to be known as a straight actor, not a singing actor, 
Sheaffer, Eagle, learned...Theatre needs a creative vitality, not just 
a few hits, Herman Shumlin, The Gambler director, explained to More- 
house, WT&S. 


Mr. Pickwick joins shows with 7:00 PM Monday curtains...Mrs.McThing 


moves November 13 to Morosco...Gigi will not reopen on Broadway, but will 


open 


tour in Chicago October 13...Agatha Christie's The Hollow renamed The 


Sugpects...Moss Hart's The Climate of Eden will forge Boston tryout rather 


than 


Risk possible censorship. 


' Green Room Department ' 

| 
| 
' Theatre News Roundup ' 


Though Shakespeare still has more plays produced each year than any «* 
other dramatist, the titles of his plays are hackneyed, complains Walker, 
Theatre. The Bard seems to have been so cocksure of the quality of his 
plays that he did not take half enough trouble about the essential art of 
attracting audiences. Throughout theatre history producers not only 
tidied up the plays' texts and endings, but many added the necessary zip 
to the titles. Producers in first half of 18th century changed them most. 


Otway, Walker recalls, changec Romeo and Juliet to "Caius Marius," 
while Charles Johnson presented As You Like It as "Love in a Forest." 
Taverner and Brown switched the Comedy of Errors to "Every Body Mistaken." 
Burnaby didn't like Twelfth Night, so he called his version "Love Be- 
trayed or The Agreeable Disappointment." But bi-weekly trade journal 
editor's favorite is James Miller retitling of Much Ado About Nothing to 
"The Universal Passion." 


Eighteenth century producers weren't merely content in changing 
title once, Walker continues, they changed the title to fit the local 
audience. Thus Charles Beecher Hogan's "Shakespeare in the Theatre" re- 
cords that the Taming of Shrew played under names of "A Cure for a Scold," 
"The Cobbler of Preston," and "Sauny the Scot," latter title used at 
Edinburgh. 


This practice which seems to have died out completely in the 20th 
century is certainly worth pondering, Theatre's editor comments. Who can 
say if King Lear might not have wowed them at Old Vic this year as "The 
Tragedy of an Elderly Gentleman?" What would have happened if the Old 
Vic touring company of Hamlet, now in South Africa, would have billed 
their production as "How He Lied to Her Husband." Old Vic group still 
have s chance left for they can discard the slightly worn tag "Romeo and 
Juiiet" for a more apt, "Passion, Poison and Petrification." 


To be on the safe side, and as a sure way to attract audiences, the 
touring company of MacBeth which Bernard Miles is getting ready in London 
was urged by Walker to take along a few "paste overs." Signs reading 
"The Man Who Came to Dinner," "Night Must Falla," "A Murder Has Been Ar- 
ranged," "The Doctor's Dilemna," The Lady With a Lamp," and "Tough at 
the Top." This should insure business no matter where the company plays. 


Keating, Cue, named editor of the New York entertainment weekly... 
Robert Garland, former Journal American critic, writing new play entitled 
Love Is a Four Letter Word...League of NY Theatres has had clarified by 
technical experts six city bills on new building codes...Milton Gropper 
is suing Oscar Hammerstein II for $250,000, claiming money owed for his 
collaborating on books and lyrics of The King and I...Actors Equity grant- 
ed extra week rehearsal to Buttrio Square for five day week...Press agent 
Peggy Phillips will have her new play To Charlie with Love produced by 
Columbia Theatre Associates December 8-13...Lincoln Kirstein named manag- 
ing director of NY City Center...Clurman, former New Republic critic, to 
lecture at Stella Adler's Studio Workshop...San Francisco Critics Council 
earned $5,000 at special benefit given by Danny Kaye at Curran...Warner 
Theatre sought by Albert Dow to run popular priced operas...Claire Grain, 
129 West 46th, challenged NY producers, via NY News ad, to produce one of 
her ten finished scripts...Michael Redgrave to give drama lectures at Bris- 
tol University, sponsored by Rockefeller Foundation. 


' Renaming Shakespeare's Plays 
' Legit Stuff 


